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Overview

What is the largest comet in the Solar System?

Gargantuan object is roughly 140 kilometres across — making it by far the
largest comet from the farthest reaches of the Solar System. Comet
Bernardinelli–Bernstein (pictured, artist's illustration) is nearly twice as large
as Comet Hale–Bopp, which is nicknamed 'the great comet'. Credit:
NOIRLab/NSF/AURA/J. da Silva (Spaceengine). 

What is the largest comet nucleus ever detected?

In a new study, astronomers used the Hubble Space Telescope to confirm that
the solid center of the giant comet C/2014 UN271 (Bernardinelli-Bernstein) is
the largest comet nucleus ever detected. It measures a staggering 50 times
larger than most known comets, at almost 140 kilometers wide (about 85
miles). 

What is the largest comet ever spotted?

But when that material is digitally removed from pictures (shown right), it’s
possible to see that the comet measures about 120 kilometers (75 miles)
across. New data show that a comet discovered in 2014 is one for the record
books. This frigid object, dubbed Bernardinelli-Bernstein, is the largest comet
ever spotted. 

Did astronomers discover the largest comet?

Explore the universe with news on fascinating discoveries, scientific
advancements and more. CNN —   Astronomers have discovered the largest
known comet, and it’s about a thousand times more massive than others. 

What is a giant comet?

J. da Silva/NOIRLab/NSF/AURA The giant comet, also known as C/2014 UN271,
is from the outskirts of our solar system and has been making its way toward
our sun for millions of years. This is also the most distant comet to be
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discovered on its inbound journey, which will provide scientists a chance to
observe and study it for years to come. 

Is this the biggest Comet we've ever seen?

“It’s just wild.” “With a reasonable degree of certainty, it’s the biggest comet
that we’ve ever seen,” said Colin Snodgrass, an astronomer at the University
of Edinburgh. The comet is currently inside Neptune’s orbit. Over the next
decade, it will scoot toward the inner solar system.
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Biggest comet in our solar system

  

The Largest Comet Ever Found Is Making Its
Move ...

An orbital diagram showing a projection of the
path of Comet Bernardinelli-Bernstein through
the solar system. Scientists say it is the largest
comet they've ever observed. NASA. By Robin 

  

Hubble Confirms Megacomet Bound for
Inner Solar System Is ...

A gigantic comet is actually the largest ever
seen, new observations by the Hubble Space
Telescope confirm. Stretching about 80 miles
(129 kilometers) across, the ...

  

After 3.5 million-year hiatus, the largest
comet ever discovered is  

An enormous comet -- possibly the largest one
ever detected -- is barreling toward the inner
solar system with an estimated arrival time of 10
years from now, according to new research
published  

  

The mega-comet hurtling through our solar
system is 85, yes 85, ...

There are some bona fide behemoths sailing
around the solar system. In 2021, astronomers
identified a gargantuan comet -- an ancient mass
of ices, dust, and rocks -- hurtling through our
cosmic  
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Huge comet is biggest of its kind 

Huge comet is biggest of its kind. Gargantuan
object is roughly 140 kilometres across -- making
it by far the largest comet from the farthest
reaches of the Solar System. Comet 

  

Largest comet ever spotted seen barreling
through our solar system

The largest comet ever spotted by the Hubble
Space Telescope is barreling towards the heart of
our solar system, but experts say there is no
need to worry about this icy behemoth. C/2014
UN271 (Bernardinelli-Bernstein) was originally
spotted by observers in Chile in 2010, but NASA
says images from the Hubble Space Telescope
have recently helped experts ...

  

Biggest Comet Ever Will Enter Our Solar
System in 2031 

We're flying past the planets of our Solar System.
We pass by Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and
Neptune. Then we move through dark space
beyond the edge of our world. We've reached our
destination. It's the Oort cloud. It's a hypothetical
region around the Solar System that holds tons
of asteroids and blocks of ice. It's likely to be
where the largest comet in human history was ...
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Astronomers Thrill at Giant Comet Flying
into Our Solar System

For the time being, C/2014 UN271 (Bernardinelli-
Bernstein) remains the largest comet everseen
approaching the inner solar system, offering a
glimpse into the secrets of our sun's outermost
reaches.

  

Astronomers confirm size of largest comet
ever ...

Astronomers using NASA's Hubble Telescope
have confirmed the existence the largest comet
ever discovered, and it will pass by our sun in the
next decade. Comets are different from
asteroids 

  

Scientists Have Crowned the Largest-Ever
Comet, And It's Wider ...

At the time of its discovery, the comet was
roughly three billion miles away from the sun,
but hurtling toward the inner reaches of the solar
system. Fortunately, C/2014 UN271 isn't
destined to  

  

Largest comet ever observed was active at
near-record distance

Mar. 30, 2021 -- New observations indicate that
the rogue comet 2I/Borisov, which is only the
second and most recently detected interstellar
visitor to our Solar System, is one of the most  
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'Megacomet' Bernardinelli-Berstein is
largest ever ...

A gigantic comet is actually the largest ever
seen, new observations by the Hubble Space
Telescope confirm. Stretching about 80 miles
(129 kilometers) across, the nucleus (or solid
center) of 

  

Hubble Confirms Largest Comet Nucleus
Ever Seen

NASA's Hubble Space Telescope has determined
the size of the largest icy comet nucleus ever
seen by astronomers. The estimated diameter is
approximately 80 miles across, making it larger
than the state of Rhode Island. ...

  

Hubble Space Telescope Spots Largest
Comet Ever Discovered

The colossal comet may be dashing our way from
the Oort cloud at a speedy 22,000 miles per
hour, per Space . It is expected to make its
closest approach in 2031 at one billion miles
away from  

  

Discover the Largest Comet in Our Solar
System 

The largest comet in our solar system is C/2014
UN271 (Bernardinelli-Bernstein), which is 120 km
(75 miles) in size. Bernardinelli-Bernstein is an
Oort cloud comet, meaning it's located in the
"Oort cloud," ...
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Sun loses crown as biggest body in the
Solar System , Nature

The Sun is no longer the largest object in the
Solar System: that honour has fallen temporarily
to a previously innocuous comet. The comet,
called 17P Holmes, shot to prominence in late
October  

  

Newly found mega comet may be the
largest seen in recorded ...

A giant comet found far out in the solar system
may be 1,000 times more massive than a typical
comet, making it potentially the largest ever
found in modern times. First spotted in archival
images  

  

The Largest Comet Ever Seen Is Barreling
Toward ...

The comet is hurtling toward the inner solar
system at 22,000 miles per hour, NASA said. The
comet, named Comet C/2014 UN271, has the
largest nucleus ever seen, according to NASA.

  

Hubble spies the largest icy comet yet 

It is 80 miles in diameter and has an estimated
mass of 500 trillion tons, much greater than
typical comets in our solar system. Astronomers
have just confirmed the largest icy comet ever  
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Nasa scientists spy 'largest comet ever
seen' 

Nasa's Hubble telescope has determined the
comet's icy nucleus has a mass of about 500
trillion tonnes and is 85 miles (137km) wide -
larger than the US state of Rhode Island.
According to a  

  

Which is the largest comet in our solar
system? 

Welcome to our educational video series,
"Exploring the Wonders of Our Solar System." In
today's episode, we embark on a fascinating
journey to discover the  

  

Biggest comet yet headed to inner solar
system 

Comet C/2014 UN271, also known as Comet
Bernardinelli-Bernstein or BB, is the biggest
comet yet, as confirmed by new Hubble images.
Sign Up for Our Amazing Newsletter! A daily
update by email.

  

Activity discovered on largest comet ever
found 

A newly discovered visitor to the outer edges of
our solar system has been shown to be the
largest known comet ever, thanks to the rapid
response telescopes of Las Cumbres
Observatory. The object  
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Largest Comet Ever Is Approaching Our
Sun. Here's How It  

The comet is five and a half times as long as the
solar system's tallest mountain, Olympus Mons,
found on the surface of Mars. Read more Video
Shows Fireball Shooting Over North Carolina at
32,000 Mph

  

Nasa scientists spy 'largest comet ever
seen' 

A comet with a nucleus 50 times bigger than
normal is barrelling towards Earth at 22,000
miles per falling nearly perpendicular to the
plane of our Solar System. Related topics Space
Hubble  

  

One of the largest comets ever seen is
headed our ...

Only three such "long-period" comets have ever
been discovered on their way in from the Oort
cloud, and Bernardinelli-Bernstein was found
when it was still more than 2.7 billion miles
away, a 

  

The Largest Comet Ever Found Is Making Its
Move Into a Sky ...

The comet is currently inside Neptune's
orbit.Over the next decade, it will scoot toward
the inner solar system. More of its ices will be
vaporized by the sun's glare, causing it to  
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List of Solar System objects by size 

The following objects have a nominal mean
radius of 400 km or greater. It was once
expected that any icy body larger than
approximately 200 km in radius was likely to be
in hydrostatic equilibrium (HE). [7] However,
Ceres (r = 470 km) is the smallest body for which
detailed measurements are consistent with
hydrostatic equilibrium, [8] whereas Iapetus (r =
735 km) is the largest icy body ...

  

Giant comet found in outer solar system by
Dark Energy Survey

A giant comet from the outskirts of our solar
system has been discovered in six years of data
from the Dark Energy Survey. Comet
Bernardinelli-Bernstein is estimated to be about
1000 times more  

  

Hubble Confirms Megacomet Bound for
Inner Solar System Is Largest ...

This comet, being so far from Earth and
originating in the farthest-flung reaches of our
solar system, is thought to travel on a 3-million-
year-long elliptical orbit around the sun.

  

Hubble reveals 80-MILE wide 'mega comet'
in our solar system

"We confirm that C/2014 UN271 is the largest
long-period comet ever detected," the team
writes in their new paper. Observations of the
comet, which is thought to have emerged from a
layer of icy objects surrounding our Sun called
the Oort Cloud, could teach us a
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This is the biggest known comet in our
solar system 

Comet Bernardinelli-Bernstein takes about 3
million years to circle the sun in a highly elliptical
orbit. At its farthest, the comet may reach about
half a light-year from 
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