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Overview

Taylor, presenting at a Solar Crime Open Day event organized by site security
company DeterTech and London-based asset manager Schroders, reported a
48% rise in cabling and solar panel theft from solar sites between 2021 and
2022. Speakers at the event, held in Telford, in the west of England, appealed
for solar. 

Copper hit a record GBP 7,500 per ton in February, according to Richie
Iwanoff, head of telecommunications company British Telecom’s. 

Trade body Solar Energy UK confirms the picture and Taylor and Oakley
emphasized the need for site operators to report even trivial incidents to help
police build a bigger picture of. 

“We know some of the stolen property, stolen panels, are also being sold
rather brashly and brazenly on social media,” said Taylor. “When you. 

The rise of organized crime raids has been accompanied by more
opportunistic thefts in the UK, of panels for resale. “The cost-of-living crisis
has worsened matters and there has been a big rise. 

Are solar panels causing a rise in solar crime?

A rise in solar crime means eco-conscious homeowners and farmers who have
diversified into renewables should check their security and insurance. The
warning comes after police figures revealed a 48 per cent rise in solar panel
and cabling theft from 2021 to 2022.¹. 

Are solar panels being stolen in the UK?

That figure – reported by Detective Superintendent James Taylor, head of UK
serious organized acquisitive crime unit Opal – included a rise in small-scale
thefts of solar panels as rising energy bills and the cost-of-living crisis bite.
And the UK experience is far from unique. 

How much property was stolen from UK solar sites last year?

Speakers at the event, held in Telford, in the west of England, appealed for
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solar site owners to report all incidents of criminal damage, no matter how
small. Taylor said GBP 574,300 ($691,500) worth of property was reported
stolen from UK solar sites last year, but noted that the real figure is likely
higher. 

Did UK police find solar panels stolen from Worcestershire site?

Photo: DeterTech From pv magazine Gloval 04/23 When the UK police visited
an address in Staffordshire they suspected of harboring solar panels stolen
from a Worcestershire site in 2019, they not only recovered 13 modules but
also found paperwork indicating planned shipments to Madrid for resale. 

Can stolen solar panels make money?

With more than 1.4 million solar panels already in domestic properties – a
figure that is expected to rise – criminals have realised a lucrative opportunity.
Although copper cabling in the stolen panels can make money for thieves,
panels are often easier and quicker to steal, and can be easily advertised
online and sold on the black market. 

Does the UK have a solar crime rate?

And the UK experience is far from unique. German solar security business
Viamon tells pv magazine that more than 5,000 “major” solar thefts annually
occur in Europe, with more than 400 in Germany alone. In southern Italy, says
Viamon Managing Director Oliver Strecke, the solar crime rate is 10 times
higher than the European average.

Powered by VDB Solar Solutions



Page 4/10

Have photovoltaic panels been stolen in the suburbs 

  

Beyond Sprawl: A New Vision of The Solar
Suburbs ...

The concept of the "solar suburb" includes a
solar panel on every roof, an electric vehicle in
every garage, ultra-efficient home batteries to
store excess energy, and the easy transfer of
electricity among house, car, ...

  

A Reliability and Risk Assessment of Solar
Photovoltaic Panels ...

Solar photovoltaic (PV) systems are becoming
increasingly popular because they offer a
sustainable and cost-effective solution for
generating electricity. PV panels are the ...

  

Protect Your Solar Investment: Preventing
Theft of Solar Panels

Stay tuned for the next section, where we will
explore the best practices for solar panel owners
to ensure the long-term performance and
security of their solar panel systems. ...

  

Assessment Method to Identify the
Potential of Rooftop PV

It is clear that the dwelling roofs in the first three
suburbs in Figure 5a-c are more suitable for
rooftop PV panel application because the
majority of houses have usable ...
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Are solar panels worth it in 2024? 

The average cost of a 3.5kWp solar panel system
in the UK is around £7,000, rising to £9,000 for a
5kWp system . It typically takes about 15 years
to break even on the ...

  

Solar panel grants and funding in the UK
2024 , FMB

Reduced upfront costs: Solar panel grants lower
the initial investment required for solar panels,
making renewable energy more accessible to a
wider range of households.; Enhanced return on
investment: By ...

  

How Solar Panel Efficiency and Cost
Changed Over Time

By 2024, solar panel costs have decreased
significantly, with prices averaging around $3 per
watt for residential installations. This decline
reflects ongoing advancements in ...
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Solar Panel Theft South Africa: Combating
the Rising Trend

What impact does solar panel theft have on
renewable energy adoption? Theft of solar panels
creates uncertainty and can slow the adoption of
solar energy. Potential investors ...

  

Solar Panel Statistics, Facts, and Trends of
2024

Solar energy is the most abundant energy
resource on earth. Solar panels are made of
large amounts of aluminium, copper, and glass,
and 90%-97% of solar panel materials can be
recycled and reused for other ...

  

Best solar panels UK in 2024 

Best budget solar panel: JA Solar JAM72S30 LR
585W; Best low-light solar panel: and has been
published in Period Living, Real Homes, and 25
Beautiful Homes, Homes and Gardens.  

  

Solar Panel Theft and Security - Anti-theft
Devices

Solar panel theft and vandalism have been
persistent concerns for residential and
commercial installations. The deployment of
solar panel security screws is a potent deterrent
against theft, as they are designed to ...
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The rise and risks of solar panels 

Additional combustible materials - PV systems
have combustible and non-combustible
materials. Zurich loss experience indicates that
where PV systems have been involved in fires, ...

  

Analyzing the Impact of Theft and
Vandalism in ...

Theft and vandalism impede the sustainability of
renewable energy (RE) development projects in
Sub-Saharan Africa. Therefore, it is essential to
explore where these crimes originate from, how
they  

  

Solar panel grants UK 2024 funding
explained , The ...

You could get free solar panels with the ECO4
grant. Solar panels can reduce your annual bills
by more than £1,000. Zero per cent VAT on solar
panels can save you almost £2,000 on a 4.5kW
system  

  

A comparative analysis of Sydney suburbs
with Solar PV roof panels

Mosman and Kings Langley are the established
suburbs, and Marsden Park and Oran Park are
both relatively new as Oran Park developed
rapidly with a population that has grown from ...
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How to Keep Portable Solar Panels From
Being Stolen (7 Tips)

Here are some great tracking devices you can
buy that work well for preventing solar panel
theft: Soliom Solar Panel Tracking Device;
Sunforce Solar Panel Tracking Device; ...

  

Safety issues when adding PV panels to
existing roofs

there have been a number of previous CROSS
reports on PV panels, and these risks were
highlighted in a Standing Committee on
Structural Safety (SCOSS) Alert in 2016:
Photovoltaic ...

  

Theft and Weather Damage of Solar Panels 

Solar energy is becoming a major contender in
the energy market and is due to continuously
grow due to the extension of the Solar
Investment Tax Credit until 2017, which ...

  

13 Smart Ways to Secure Solar Panels From
Theft

And north of $400,000 worth of solar technology
has been stolen within a few years. Fortunately,
a significant percentage has already been
recovered. Use a solar panel lock. When ...
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Criminals are now going after solar panels
in South Africa

A new trend is emerging where criminals are
targeting solar panels in South Africa as more
homeowners purchase alternative power
supplies, says private security group ...

  

Solar panel myths: five common concerns
about solar ...

Nearly seven in 10 solar panel owners we
surveyed have had no technical problems with
their solar panel system since it was installed.
Among those who did report a technical fault,
inverter problems were by far the most common.
...

  

Crime and security for solar PV sites 

"We've worked with customers whose solar
farms have been closed down, because so many
panels have been stolen to the point that the
insurers are no longer insuring the site and the
site 

  

Solar panel sizes and wattages , The
Independent

Remember, one standard-sized 350W solar panel
takes up 1.89m 2 of precious roof real estate,
with more powerful panels hogging yet more - so
it's a good idea to make ...

  

Powered by VDB Solar Solutions

/crime-and-security-for-solar-pv-sites/


Page 10/10

Surge in solar panel thefts prompts
security warning

The warning comes after police figures revealed
a 48 per cent rise in solar panel and cabling theft
from 2021 to 2022.¹. Increased energy prices,
the 'cost of living' crisis, and ...

Contact Us

For catalog requests, pricing, or partnerships, please visit:
https://www.vdbconstruction.co.za
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