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Overview

Pluto (minor-planet designation: 134340 Pluto) is a dwarf planet in the Kuiper
belt, a ring of bodies beyond the orbit of Neptune. It is the ninth-largest and
tenth-most-massive known object to directly orbit the Sun. It is the largest
known trans-Neptunian object by volume, by a small margin, but is less
massive than Eris. 

DiscoveryIn the 1840s, used to predict the position of the then-undiscovered
planet after. 

Pluto's orbital period is about 248 years. Its orbital characteristics are
substantially different from those of the planets, which follow nearly circular
orbits around the Sun close to a flat reference called the . In contrast, Pluto's
orbit is moderately . 

Pluto's diameter is 2376.6±3.2 km and its mass is (1.303±0.003)×10 kg,
17.7% that of the (0.22% that of Earth). Its is 1.774443×10 km , or just
slightly bigger than Russia or . 

Pluto has five known . The largest and closest to Pluto is . First identified in
1978 by astronomer . 

Pluto's , its day, is equal to 6.387 days.  Like and , Pluto rotates on its "side" in
its orbital plane, with an axial tilt of 120°, and so its seasonal variation is
extreme; at its , one-fourth of its surface is in continuous daylight. 

SurfaceThe plains on Pluto's surface are composed of more than 98 percent ,
with traces of methane and . 

Pluto has a tenuous consisting of (N2), (CH4), and carbon monoxide (CO),
which are in on Pluto's surface.  According to the. 

Where is Pluto located?

It is located in the distant Kuiper Belt. Discovered in 1930, Pluto was long
considered our solar system's ninth planet. But after the discovery of similar
worlds deeper in the Kuiper Belt, Pluto was reclassified as a dwarf planet in
2006 by the International Astronomical Union. 
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Is Pluto a dwarf planet?

Surface temp. Pluto (minor-planet designation: 134340 Pluto) is a dwarf planet
in the Kuiper belt, a ring of bodies beyond the orbit of Neptune. It is the ninth-
largest and tenth-most- massive known object to directly orbit the Sun. It is
the largest known trans-Neptunian object by volume, by a small margin, but is
less massive than Eris. 

Is Pluto still a planet?

And we are still a planet, right?

 So the whole thing is a bit silly. Whatever you call it, Pluto is still out there, an
intriguing, distant body in our solar system and the last significant body out
there to be robotically explored. We will no doubt discover more icy objects in
the Kuiper Belt in the future. 

Why was Pluto reclassified as a dwarf planet?

Pluto was reclassified as a dwarf planet in 2006 by the International
Astronomical Union because other objects might cross its orbit. Pluto is a
complex and mysterious world with mountains, valleys, plains, craters, and
glaciers. It is located in the distant Kuiper Belt. Discovered in 1930, Pluto was
long considered our solar system's ninth planet. 

Is Pluto a spherical planet?

That’s a fancy way of saying that it is spherical. And 3. A planet has “cleared
its neighborhood” of smaller bodies within its orbit. Pluto meets the
requirements for the first two categories, astronomers reasoned, but it has not
cleared its orbit of smaller bodies. 

Is Pluto a double planet?

Pluto is orbited by five known moons, the largest of which is Charon. Charon is
about half the size of Pluto itself, making it the largest satellite relative to the
planet it orbits in our solar system. Pluto and Charon are often referred to as a
"double planet."
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Is Pluto a Planet? 

The answer is no, according to the International
Astronomical Union (IAU). It's a dwarf planet.
Here's a look at why Pluto is a dwarf planet
rather than a planet as well as arguments for
considering Pluto as a comet or as a ...

  

Why is Pluto no longer considered a planet? 

Pluto's orbit is erratic. The planets in our solar
system all orbit the sun in a relatively flat plane.
Pluto, however, orbits the sun at a 17-degree
angle to this plane. In addition, its orbit is
exceptionally elliptical and crosses Neptune's
orbit. One of its moons, Charon

  

Why Isn't Pluto Considered a Planet? 

Under the new rules of planethood, the solar
system had eight planets, and Pluto wasn't one
of them. The wider public doesn't usually get
riled up about the solar system, but this decision
was  

  

Is Pluto a planet? It depends. 

In a controversial vote, astronomers -- not
planetary scientists -- "demoted" Pluto to the
status of being classified as a dwarf planet,
taking away one major planet and reducing the
number 
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Pluto Not a Planet, Astronomers Rule 

"There are finally, officially, eight planets in the
solar system." In a move that's already
generating controversy and will force textbooks
to be rewritten, Pluto will now be dubbed a dwarf
planet.

  

Pluto , Size, Moons, Temperature, & Facts ,
Britannica

Pluto, large, distant member of the solar system
that formerly was regarded as the outermost and
smallest planet also was considered the most
recently discovered planet, having been found in
1930. In August 2006 the International
Astronomical Union (IAU), the organization
charged by the scientific community with
classifying astronomical objects, voted to ...

  

Pluto 

Pluto is a dwarf planet located in a distant region
of our solar system beyond Neptune known as
the Kuiper Belt. Pluto was long considered our
ninth planet, but the International Astronomical
Union reclassified Pluto as a dwarf planet in ...
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Is Pluto a Planet? , Princeton University
Press

A Note from the Author: On August 24, 2006, at
the 26th General Assembly of the International
Astronomical Union (IAU) in Prague, by a majority
vote of only the 424 members present, the IAU
(an organization of over 10,000 members)
passed a resolution defining planet in such a way
as to exclude Pluto and established a new class
of objects in the solar system to ...

  

Why Pluto is no longer a planet (or is it?) 

Pluto was long considered our solar system's
ninth planet. Although small, it orbits the sun and
has the spherical shape required to be
considered a planet. Pluto was relegated in 2006
when the  

  

All About Pluto , NASA Space Place - NASA
Science for Kids

Pluto is a dwarf planet that lies in the Kuiper [KI-
per] Belt. It's an area full of icy bodies and other
dwarf planets at the edge of our solar system.
Pluto is known as the "King of ...

  

About the Planets 

Our solar system has eight planets, and five
dwarf planets - all located in an outer spiral arm
of the Milky Way galaxy called the Orion Arm.
Beyond Neptune, a newer class of smaller worlds
called dwarf planets reign, including longtime
favorite Pluto. The other dwarf  
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Pluto Facts , Atmosphere, Surface, Moons  

Pluto Facts Pluto will always be the ninth planet
to us! Smaller than Earth's moon, Pluto was a
planet up until 2006 and has five of its own
moons! Pluto is the largest known dwarf planet in
the Solar System, discovered in 1930. It was
thought to be the 9 th planet of our system for
75 years until the discovery of Eris and other
similar objects that led to its demotion ...

  

The Nine Planets of The Solar System ,
Eight Planets Without Pluto

The Nine Planets is an encyclopedic overview
with facts and information about mythology and
current scientific knowledge of the planets,
moons, and other objects in our solar system and
beyond. Eris Eris is the same size as Pluto, but
three times further from the

  

Pluto: Everything you need to know about
the dwarf ...

Pluto was once considered the ninth planet in the
solar system, it was demoted in 2006 to dwarf
planet status. We explore this icy body in more
detail here. Skip to main content

  

Pluto is no longer a planet -- or is it? 

For 76 years, Pluto was the beloved ninth planet.
No one cared that it was the runt of the solar
system, with a moon half its size. No one minded
that it had a tilted, oval-shaped orbit. Pluto was a
weirdo, but it was our weirdo. "Children identify
with its smallness  
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How Many Planets are in our Solar System?
, Facts & Amount

You could say that there are 13 planets in our
Solar System, maybe even more. Pluto isn't the
only dwarf planet orbiting the Sun; there are
others as well. The dwarf planets Ceres, Haumea,
Makemake, and Eris, are also orbiting our Sun, so
there are actually 13

  

Pluto , Size, Moons, Temperature, & Facts ,
Britannica

Pluto, large, distant member of the solar system
that formerly was regarded as the outermost and
smallest planet. It also was considered the most
recently discovered planet, having been found in
1930.

  

How Many Planets Are There in the Solar
System? 

There are eight planets in the solar system and
several dwarf planets, such as Pluto and Ceres.
According to the most widely accepted definition
of a planet, there are eight planets in our solar
system : Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune.

  

Pluto isn't a planet -- but it gives us clues
for how the solar  

Upon the discovery of its existence in 1930, Pluto
enjoyed decades of special status as one of the
solar system's planets. Then, in the summer of
2006, Pluto was demoted. Part two of Short
Wave 's series Space Camp looks ...
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Planet Sizes and Locations in Our Solar
System

Pluto Pluto is the largest dwarf planet in our solar
system, just slightly larger than Eris, at number
two. Pluto has an equatorial diameter of about
1,477 miles (2,377 kilometers). Pluto is about
1/5th the width of Earth.

  

Did Pluto ever actually stop being a planet?
Experts debate.

In 2006, the world lost a lot of stars--actress
Shelley Winters, soul icon James Brown,
naturalist Steve Irwin--but only one planet: Pluto.
Declared the ninth planet in our solar system
after  

  

Pluto isn't a planet -- but it gives us clues
for how the solar  

Though Pluto has formally been considered a
dwarf planet for almost two decades, it still has
many lessons left for planetary scientists --
including hints about how the solar system
formed.

  

Is Pluto a planet? , Astronomy 

In a controversial vote, astronomers -- not
planetary scientists -- "demoted" Pluto to the
status of being classified as a dwarf planet,
taking away one major planet and reducing the
number 

  

Powered by VDB Solar Solutions

/is-pluto-a-planet?-,-astronomy/


Page 10/11

Pluto Facts 

Discovered in 1930, Pluto was long considered
our solar system's ninth planet. But after the
discovery of similar worlds deeper in the Kuiper
Belt, Pluto was reclassified as a dwarf planet in
2006 by the International Astronomical Union.

  

Is Pluto a Planet? What's a Planet, Anyway? 

More than 15 years after Pluto was demoted to
dwarf planet, the debate, even among scientists,
continues. This debate about the icy world that
used to be the ninth planet of the solar system is
as  

  

What Is a Planet? (And Why Pluto Doesn't
Fit the Definition)

This definition meant that Pluto -- considered a
planet at the time -- was demoted and
reclassified as a dwarf Neptune was discovered
in 1846. [Related: Solar System Planets: Order of
the 8  

  

Why is Pluto no longer a planet? 

Also included are questions and answers about
Planets, Dwarf Planets, and Small Solar System
Bodies. The Girl Who Named a Planet External -
This is an article about Venetia (Burney) Phair,
the girl who named the planet Pluto.
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Pluto isn't a planet -- but it gives us clues
for how the solar  

Though Pluto has formally been considered a
dwarf planet for almost two decades, it still has
many lessons left for planetary scientists --
including hints about how the solar system
formed. Astronomers call these "planetesimals,"
a portmanteau of "planet' and  

  

What is a Planet? , Planets - NASA Solar
System Exploration

Introduction This seemingly simple question
doesn't have a simple answer. Everyone knows
that Earth, Mars and Jupiter are planets. But both
Pluto and Ceres were once considered planets
until new discoveries triggered scientific debate
about how to best describe them--a vigorous
debate that continues to this day.  

  

Pluto Information and Facts , National
Geographic

Pluto 101 Pluto is one of the most mysterious
and controversial celestial objects in the solar
system. The world was introduced to dwarf
planets in 2006, when petite Pluto was stripped
of its  
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